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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination received 
10/17/05. Claims 1, 2, 15, 26, 35, 36, and 46-48 were amended. Claims 50-62 have 
been canceled. No other claims have been amended, added, or canceled. 
Accordingly, claims 1-49 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/17/05 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 2 recites a configuration request from at the one client 
application server. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claim 1 recites a plurality of application servers in claim 1 , line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 2-11, 13, 15-24, 26-32, and 35-49 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Weschler (USPAT 6,757,720). 

As to claim 2, Weschler teaches a client-server computer system comprising a 
plurality of client application servers operation multiple computer network protocols, 
each client application server having an application including configuration variables 
that configure the application for operation (Fig 2; col 1, lines 19-67; col 9, lines 3-15); 

an application properties server network accessible by said plurality of client 
application servers via at least one application software protocol, wherein said applicaitn 
server network provides configuration variable information to one of the client 
application servers in response to a configuration request from the one client application 
server (Figs 2 and 3; col 9, lines 3-42); 

a storage medium coupled to said application server network, wherein said 
storage medium stores updated system configuration variable information and is 
administered by a server coupled to said client-server system (figs 2 and 3; col 10, lines 
41-65) 
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As to claim 3, Weschler teaches the system of claim 2 wherein said storage 
medium comprises a database (Fig 3, 306, 307, 309, 311). 

As to claim 4, Weschler teaches the system of claim 2 wherein said configuration 
information is represented by a storage schema in the form of LDAP (Fig 3, 306, 307; 
col 10,lines 41-65). 

As to claim 5, Weschler teaches the system of claim 3 wherein said database 
contains a table-based system of configuration information, wherein said tables are 
searchable by said application server network in response to a request from at least one 
client (cig 3, 306, 307, 310; col 10, lines 41-65) 

As to claim 6, Weschler teaches the system of claim 4 wherein the storage 
schema represented by LDAP represents a table-based system configuration 
information (col 10, lines 41-65). 

As to claim 7, Weschler teaches the system of claim 2 wherein said database 
stores configuration information that is dynamically updateable by an external 
administrator (col 2, lines 30-45). 

As to claim 8, Weschler teaches the system of claim 2 wherein said storage 
schema is in the form of LDAP and represents configuration information that is 
dynamically updateable by an external administrator (col 2, lines 30-45; col 10, lines 41- 
65). 

As to claim 9, Weschler teaches the system of claim 7 wherein at least one client 
is coupled to said application server network via an RMI interface (col 8, lines 21-43). 
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As to claim 10, Weschler teaches a client server computer system according to 
claim 8, wherein at least one client is coupled to said application server network via an 
RMI interface (col 8, lines 21-23). 

As to claim 1 1 , Weschler teaches the system of claim 3 wherein said 
configuration information is stored and retrieved from said storage medium via Key 
value pairs (col 5, lines 39-40; col 12, lines 34-43). 

As to claim 13, Weschler teaches the system of claim 7 wherein said 
configuration information is stored and retrieved from said storage medium via Key 
value pairs (col 5, lines 39-40; col 12, lines 34-43). 

As to claim 15, Weschler teaches an application properties server network 
comprising: a plurality of client application servers operating applications using a 
plurality of computer protocols and requiring configuration variable data to configure the 
applications for operation (col 1 ( lines 49-67; col 9, liens 3-15); 

means for performing configuration services in response to configuration 
requests from said plurality of client application servers, said means for performing 
configuration services being coupled to said plurality of client application servers,said 
configuration services including providing configuration variable data to one of the client 
application servers in response to receiving a request for configuration variable data 
from the one client application server (Figs 2 and 3, col 9, lines 3-42 and col 10, lines 
41-65); means for storing and maintaining a system of configuration variable data 
coupled to said means for performing configuration services; and means for interfacing 
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said plurality of client application servers to said means for performing configuration 
services (col 10, lines 41-65). 

As to claim 16, Weschler teaches a server of cliam 15 wherein said means for 
interfacing said plurality of client application servers to said means for performing 
configuration services includes a CORBA server application (col 8, lines 21-43). 

As to claim 17, Weshcler teaches an application server according to claim 16, 
wherein said means for interfacing said plurality client application servers to said means 
for performing configuration services includes a properties server application for 
handling RMI requests for configuration services (col 8, lines 21-43). 

As to claim 18 Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 17, 
wherein said means for interfacing said plurality of client application servers to said 
means for performing configuration services includes a common database access 
library (col 8, lines 21-43; col 16, lines 44-51). 

As to claim 19, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 18, 
wherein said means for interfacing said plurality of client application servers to said 
means for performing configuration services includes a database server coupled to said 
properties server application for handling RMI requests and said CORBA server 
application for interacting with said means for storing and maintaining configuration 
information (col 8, lines 21-43; col 16, lines 44-51). 

As to claim 20, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 15, 
further comprising a Java RMI API (col 8, lines 21-43; col 9, lines 43-53). 
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As to claim 21 , Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 20, 
further comprising a CORBA gateway (col 8, lines 21-43). 

As to claim 22, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 21 , 
wherein said means for performing configuration service is implemented by a base Java 
RMI service in a service broker framework (col 8, lines 21-43; col 9, lines 43-53; col 16, 
lines 44-51). 

As to claim 23, Weschler teaches an application server according to claim 22, 
wherein said service broker framework is implemented using at least one XML service 
broker configuration file (col 8, lines 21-43; col 16, lines 44-51). 

As to claim 24, Weschler teaches an application server accorting to claim 23 
wherein said configuration information is stored and retrieved from said storage medium 
via Key value pairs (col 5, lines 39-40; col 12, lines 34-43). 

Claims 26-32, and 35-49 present no further limitations above the above- 
mentioned claims and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 09/916,323 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2155 

9. Claims 1, 12, 14, 25, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Weschler (USPN: 6757720) further in view of Egbert et al (USPN: 
6084877). 

As to claim 1, Weschler teaches a client-server computer system comprising: a 
client application server implementing an application, including configuration variables, 
that configures the application for operation (col 1, lines 49-67); an application 
properties server accessible by the client application servers, said application properties 
server coupled to the client application server for providing configuration variable data 
for the configuration variables of the application in response to a request from the client 
application server that is implementing the application (Figs 2 and 3, col 1, lines 49-67; 
col 9, lines 3-42), wherein the request is provided from the client application server to 
the application properties server via a command line interface (sql) that includes one or 
more switches to control how the requested data is returned (Fig 3; col 6, lines 46-58), 
an administration system coupled to said application properties server; and a storage 
medium coupled to said application properties server and said administration system for 
centrally storing said configuration variable data (col 2, lines 30-45; col 10, lines 41-65). 

However, Weschler does not explicitly indicate the one or more switches 
including at least a hashkey switch specifying that the configuration variables are to be 
returned in a hashtable. 

Egbert et al teaches generating an index key for accessing a table entry using a 
hashing function where processing delays normally encountered in generating the index 
keys for data packet are minimized by generating the index key as the data packet is 
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being received by the network switch and also for generating hash keys for source and 
destination addresses corresponding to network switch (col 2, lines 18-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Egbert into those of Weschler to make the 
system more efficient. It is difficult for the network switches to quickly scan a table for 
the referenced address, locate the address, and make a frame forwarding decision as 
the table grows with table entries storing address information especially if the address 
information is stored in sequential order. It would be optimal to involve hash keys and 
hash tables to improve accessing of switching logic. 

As to claims 12, 14, 25, 33, and 34, Weschler teaches the system of claim 2, 15, 
and 26, however, Weschler does not explicitly indicate the configuration information is 
stored and retrieved from said storage medium via Hashtable hierarchy and the 
traversal of data in the form of hashtables. Egbert et al teaches generating an index 
key for accessing a table entry using a hashing function where processing delays 
normally encountered in generating the index keys for data packet are minimized by 
generating the index key as the data packet is being received by the network switch and 
also for generating hash keys for source and destination addresses corresponding to 
network switch (col 2, lines 18-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings of Egbert into those of Weschler to make the 
system more efficient. It is difficult for the network switches to quickly scan a table for 
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the referenced address, locate the address, and make a frame forwarding decision as 
the table grows with table entries storing address information especially if the address 
information is stored in sequential order. It would be optimal to involve hash keys and 
hash tables to improve accessing of switching logic. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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